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My name is Ayaba. I am studying MA CCC culture, criticism and curation course at 
Central St. Martin's. Before I came to UAL, I guess my hopes were actually a lot of 
collaboration with artists, to have a secure, I guess, foundation, the career path I 
wanted to go into, and also to be a bit more free with my artistic direction, and also 
learn how to facilitate artists as well. Another hope I had was to understand the 
business side of the artists industry and also to be a bit more hands on with the 
financial side as well.  
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My fears were that I wouldn't be able to connect with people, to actually collaborate, I 
was just a bit worried I would find it difficult to be, I guess, open to ideas as well and 
not just restricted to what I would like to do. The course does push for a lot of group 
work and teamwork. So I guess from that point, I did do a lot of collaborations. I 
haven't done a lot of collaborations outside of UAL. So that's like, that didn't really, I 
guess, happen. But I have done a couple of things. But it is difficult if you're just a 
beginner in this industry and also fears of being exploited, working or collaborating, 
and you know, there's no profit, I need to start thinking about these things seriously. 
And I guess it was especially at Central St. Martins because I think a lot of the 
students there are already established. They've done their BA at UAL or another art 
school, so they already kind of aware of how the art industry kind of works. The 
subject I did wasn't really an artsy subject, more a social science subject. Just 
coming from that background has been difficult to penetrate into that student world, I 
guess.  
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But I was happy to find out though that there is opportunity to use things that would 
be way expensive outside of UAL so like the printing woood work metal work. I'm 
even though that's not directly related to my course, I do have the opportunity to 
have access to those studios, to those workspaces. If you know what you're doing, 
you really can maximise your time at UAL for your benefit.  
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Another thing I'd say, like how can I say it, an entrepreneurial spirit that you know 
you really do want to work for yourself and, you know, collaborate with people and 
push a brand or create a collective so I like that. Yeah. I guess I'm still still learning, 
still navigating my way at Central Saint Martin. So my experience so far... 
 
 


